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Relationship of Life Respect Consciousness, Empathy, Resilience and Biomedical

Ethics Awareness in Nursing Students

Eun Hee Kim, Young Joo Lee

Professor, College of Nursing, Research Institute of Nursing Science, Daegu Catholic University, Daegu, Korea

Objectives: It is important for nursing students to properly establish the biomedical ethics awareness in order to become a competent nurse in the future.
The purpose of this study was to investigate the levels of life respect consciousness, empathy, resilience and biomedical ethics awareness of nursing stu-
dents, and to examine the relationships of variables. Methods: The participants were 187 nursing students. Data were collected from May 28 to June 8,
2018 by using a self reported questionnaire and analyzed by using t-test, one-way ANOVA, and multiple regression analyses. Results: The mean score of
life respect consciousness was 3.98+0.44, that of empathy was 3.48 +0.33, that of resilience was 3.48 +0.41, and that of biomedical ethics awareness
was 2.85+0.23. There were significant differences in biomedical ethics awareness by clinical practice experience and grade of nursing students. There
was a positive correlation between biomedical ethics awareness and life respect consciousness (r=0.30, p <0.001), a positive correlation between bio-
medical ethics awareness and empathy (r=0.29, p <0.001) and a positive correlation between biomedical ethics awareness and resilience (r=0.30, p <
0.001). Variables such as life respect consciousness, empathy, resilience, and clinical practice experience explained 18.0% (F=10.88, p <0.001) of variance
of biomedical ethics awareness for nursing students. Conclusions: According to these results, there is a need to develop educational programs to increase
the life respect consciousness, empathy and resilience for improving the level of biomedical ethics awareness in nursing students and it is important to

apply the developed program considering clinical practice experience to the curriculum.
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Table 1. Life respect consciousness, empathy, resilience and biomedical ethics awareness by general characteristics (n=187)

Life respect " Biomedical ethics
. Empathy Resilience
Characteristics Categories n (%) consciousness awareness
M£SD  torF(p) M£SD  torF(p) M£SD  torF(p) M£SD  torF(p)
Academicgrade Sophomore® 63 (33.7) 4.00+045 0.66 345+0.36 2.54 340+044 0.08 2.79+0.22 3.09
Junior® 73(39.0) 3.95+050 (0.659) 3444033  (0.082) 349+041 (0928 288+025 (0.048)
Senior 51(27.3) 4.02+033 3.57+0.30 347+0.39 287+022 a<c<b
Gender Male 8(96) 378+056 200 3.36+0.30 1.61 351+048 033 285+027  0.05
Female 169(90.4) 4.00+042  (0.048) 349+033  (0.108) 348+040 (0.747) 285+023  (0.961)
Religion Yes 42(22.5) 4.09+0.47 1.86 347+034 009 3.57+043 1.67 288+024 085
No 145(77.5) 395+043  (0.066) 348+033 (0928 345+040  (0.098) 284+023 (0397)
Experience of Yes 23(65.8) 3.98+044 0.8 349+032 092 349+040 029 288+024 221
clinical practice  No 64(342) 4.00+045 (0.779) 345+035 (0.358) 347+044 (0.770) 280+022  (0.026)
Residencestatus  Withfamily 113 (60.4) 3.99+0.44 024 348+033  0.09 350+039 093 285+024 024
Dormitory&  74(38.5) 3.98+045  (0.807) 348+034  (0.925) 344+044  (0353) 285+023  (0.809)
Alone
Interpersonal Good 158 (84.5) 4.00+0.43 1.22 349+0.34 1.25 3.51+041 234 2.86+0.22 1.93
relationship Moderate 29(155) 3.89+048 (0223) 3414031  (0.214) 3324038  (0.021) 277+029  (0.055)
Satisfaction with ~ Satisfied® 63(33.7) 4.06+0.42 1.61 3.51+0.35 1.90 362+039 1177 2.87+0.20 1.90
major Moderate®  100(53.5) 3.94+046  (0.202) 349+032  (0.153) 346+039 (<0001)  286+024 (0.153)
Dissatisfied® ~ 24(12.8) 3.96+0.38 3.36+0.34 318+038 ¢<b<a  276+027
Satisfaction with ~ Satisfied® 63(33.7) 4.06+0.44 152 3.51+0.34 127 362+038 1032 283+022 287
school life Moderate®  105(56.1) 3.93+045  (0.201) 348+033  (0.283) 345+040 (<0.001)  288+024 (0.059)
Dissatisfied® 9(10.2) 3.99+0.43 3.37+0.34 3.18+041 bc<a 2.85+0.23

M= SD, mean + standard deviation.

Table 2. Degree and correlation of life respect consciousness, empathy, resilience and biomedical ethics awareness (n=187)

Life respect consciousness Empathy Resilience
Variables Mean +SD Min Max
r(p) r(p) r(p)
Life respect consciousness 3.98+044 267 5.00
Empathy 348+0.33 2.36 425 0.22 (0.002)
Resilience 3.48+041 248 4.56 0.23(0.002) 0.33(<0.001)
Biomedical ethics awareness 2.85+0.23 214 333 0.30(<0.001) 0.29(<0.001) 0.30(<0.001)

SD, standard deviation.
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Table 3. Influencing factors on biomedical ethics awareness (n=187)

Variables B SE 5 t p
(Constant) 156 021 - 753 <0.001
Life respect consciousness 012 004 022 319 0.002
Resilience 011 004 019 267 0.008
Empathy 011 005 016 225 0.026
Experience of clinical practice’ 0.07 003 0.15 224 0.026
Adjusted R*=0.18, F (p)=10.88 (<0.001)
SE, standard error.
'Dummy variable; experience of clinical practice (yes=1).
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